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This guide provides information on: what can and cannot be thrown out in your refuse container, what can and cannot be thrown in your 

recycling container , recycling options for a wide variety of items that cannot be put in your recycling cart but do not need to end up in a landfill, 

organizations that may be able to reuse or resell your unwanted items.  

 

Recycling and refuse options and information are constantly changing. Should the City of Sun Prairie’s trash and recycling collection rules 

change, you will be notified. If you have a suggested revision to the Guide, please contact the City of Sun Prairie Public Works Department at 

publicworks@cityofsunprairie.com or 837-3050. Guides will be available on-line on the City’s website www.cityofsunprairie.com. Click on the 

Public Works Department page.  

This Guide should not be construed as a recommendation or endorsement of any organization or business by the City of Sun Prairie. 

Information on businesses and non-profit organizations that take items for resale or recycling may change at any time without notice.  

 

The City of Sun Prairie wishes to acknowledge and thank the City of Madison Streets Department staff for developing the “Recyclopedia” which 

was used as a source document for this guide. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

300 East Main Street, Sun Prairie, WI 53590 

(608) 837-3050 

Fax: (608) 825-1194 

www.cityofsunprairie.com 
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The Basics 

Refuse and recycling collections are provided by the City of Sun Prairie’s contractor, Advanced Disposal (251-7878).   
 

Only residents living in the following types of dwellings receive City-sponsored refuse and recycling  collections: 
 

 Single-Family Home 
 Duplex 
 Four-Plex 
 Condominium 
 

Residents receiving City-sponsored collections are also allowed to use the City of Sun Prairie Recycle Center.  You will 
need to apply for the free permit either online (www.cityofsunprairie.com/public-works) or in person (300 E. Main 
Street, 2nd floor).  See page 11 for address, hours and more information on the Recycle Center. 
 

Residents receiving City-sponsored collections are also provided with either 65 gallon or 95 gallon disposal receptacles. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you live in a multi-family dwelling or own commercial property, you are unable to use the Recycle  Center 
or participate in the curbside collection dates.  You cannot use the Recycle Center because these types of properties do 
not pay the special tax charge to do so, whereas the above mentioned properties do pay for its use.    
 

Multi-family and commercial properties are responsible for providing their own refuse and recycling collection services 
and disposal containers.  All questions for collections on these properties should be directed to either the Property  
Manager or the Property Owner.  The City does not handle these collections. 
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Cart Placement  
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Refuse 

Your cart with the TAN lid is for refuse/garbage.  These carts are collected every week, be sure to have it out curbside 

by 7:00 a.m. on your collection day. Items must fit in your cart with the lid completely closed. If you have large. items to 

be picked up see bulk collection on page 19. If you have extra bags you would like picked up, you will need to purchase 

stickers from Copps Food Center or Public Works Dept (201 S. Bristol St). Each bag needs to have a sticker on it in order 

for it to be picked up. Stickers are 5 for $15+tax. 
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Recycling 

Your cart with the GREEN lid is for recyclables.  Recycling Collection occurs every other week.  See map on page 6 to 

determine your collection week.   

All recycle items can be co-mingled; they do not need to be separated by items.   

The Sun Prairie recycling program accepts the following materials for collection in your green cart: 

 Paper Products        Containers 

 Books  - Soft-covered      Aluminum Cans (NO FOIL) 

                    (Comic books, phone books, puzzle books, catalogs, etc.) Glass (NO WINDOWS) 

 Boxes         Metal Lids 

                    (Cereal, cracker, soda, tissue, gift, packing, etc.)  Milk & Juice      

 Paper (Office, computer, writing, shredded, bags, etc.) Plastics  - #1 through #7 (Except motor oil) 

      Corrugated Cardboard      Steel / Tin 

      Junk Mail, including envelopes             (including EMPTY aerosol cans and EMPTY  

 Magazines                                                                                                  paint cans) 

 Newspapers (Including inserts) 

 Styrofoam can go in your recycle cart but no ‘take-home’ containers. 

 

PIZZA BOXES?  You can recycle the top if it does not have grease or food on it.  The bottom should be placed in garbage. 

If you have extra bagged material, you can purchase a sheet of 5 stickers for $15.00 + tax.  You may purchase those at 

Public Works Dept, 201 S. Bristol St, during normal business hours M  -  F  7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. (Closed on weekends 

and holidays). 
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Residential Refuse & Recycling Map 
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Recycle Schedule 

Recycle carts are picked up every other week 

while refuse carts are picked up each week. 

Use the following schedule along with the 

map on page 8 to determine when you recy-

cle collection is. Click on schedule to view 

online. 
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Collection changes due to holidays 
The following holidays affect the refuse and recycling collection schedule: 

Memorial Day. No collection on this  Monday, all collections will be delayed by one day all week. Mondays collections 

 will occur on Tuesday, Tuesday on Wednesday, etc. 

Independence Day. No collection on this day. All collections for this day and through the end of the week will be 

 delayed by one day.  

Labor Day. No collection on this Monday, all collections will be delayed by one day all week. Mondays collections will 

 occur on Tuesday, Tuesday on Wednesday, etc. 

Thanksgiving Day. No collection on this Thursday. Thursday collection will occur on Friday, Fridays on Saturday. 

Christmas Day. No collection on this day. All collections for this day and through the end of the week will be delayed 

 by one day.  

New Year’s Day. No collection on this day. All collections for this day and through the end of the week will be delayed 

 by one day.  

 

The following holidays should not affect the refuse and recycle collection schedule: 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Spring Holiday (Good Friday) 

Columbus Day 

Veteran’s Day 
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The Recycling Center (Drop-off site) 

The Recycle Center is located at 1798 South Bird Street and is open to all City of Sun Prairie residents that live in 

single family or 1-4 unit dwellings that pay the special city recycle center tax. Residents wishing to use The Recycle 

Center must have a permit, which can easily be obtained by stopping at City Hall during business hours and filling out 

the application or by completing the application online at www.cityofsunprairie.com under the Public Works page. 
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Yard Waste Curbside Collections 

Yard waste is categorized as leafy vegetation that composts in a short period of time. This includes: grass, leaves, 

garden waste, shrub trimmings, and twigs smaller than pencils.  

 

Yard waste materials placed at the curb for collection on the scheduled weeks must be placed in OPEN trash bags, 

garbage cans (no lids), or storage containers (no lids). See website. 

 

They must be placed at the curb by 7 a.m. on Monday of the designated collection week to be picked up during that 

week.  

 

Yard waste can also be disposed of at the Recycle Center with a permit (see page 8).  

 

Whether materials are placed curb side or taken to the Recycle Center, please do not mix in brush or garbage. 

http://wi-sunprairie.civicplus.com/499/Yard-Waste-Collection
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Grasscycling 

 

If you practice grasscycling you leave your grass clippings on the lawn after mowing to decompose. Grass clippings are 

mostly water. When you mow regularly, clippings quickly decompose and release nutrients to fertilize the lawn. 

Research shows that when grass clippings are left on the lawn, one-third less fertilizer is needed to achieve the same 

color and grass density found on lawns where the clippings are removed. This also means less needs to be hauled for 

composting. 
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Brush Collections 

Brush consists of sticks and branches.  

They are collected curbside approximately once a month from April 

through November. These collections are scheduled for brush that is 

generated by City residents who receive City-sponsored refuse/recycle 

collections. Once an area has been collected the crew will not return to 

the area until the next scheduled collection-be sure to have your brush 

out curbside by 7 a.m. on Monday.  

 

See schedule on website. 

 

http://wi-sunprairie.civicplus.com/462/Brush-Collection
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Household Hazardous Waste Disposal 

Hazardous materials can be taken to Clean Sweep of Madison. The items the accept are: oil-based paints, paint-

related products, pesticides and poisons, household products containing organic solvents, gasoline, gasoline-oil 

mixtures, 1-pound propane cylinders, full or partial aerosols, and rechargeable batteries. 
 

Location: 

 7102 US Hwy 12 

 Madison, WI 

 

Hours: 

 Tuesday-Friday from 7 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. 

 Saturday from 8 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 

 Closed Sunday, Monday, and Holidays 

 

Price: 

 $10/trip for residents of Dane County (2014 rate) 

 1 TV or computer per load, $10 for each additional  

 

Questions: 

 Call 608-243-0368 

 www.danecountycleansweep.com 
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Medicine & Sharps Disposal 

Sharps, such as medical needles, syringes, and lancets pose a problem for collection crews when they are improperly 

mixed with trash or recyclables. Sharps are a significant health concern for all workers who handle solid waste 

whether at the curb, the landfill, or the recycling facility.  

 

All needle stick injuries require workers to undergo extensive testing, pose serious disease risks and can cause  

long-term emotional stress. State regulations require households to safely package sharps for proper disposal and 

prohibit putting sharps in the landfill. 

 

Check with your pharmacy for options on sharps recycling. 
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Large Item / Bulk Collection 

Large items including furniture (mattresses, box springs, dressers, carpet, etc.), lumber can be picked up curbside on 

“B” week Tuesdays. All that is needed is a quick call and payment to Advanced Disposal 251-7878. 

*Remember bulk collection items cannot be placed out at curb prior to noon of the day  

before scheduled pickup per city ordinance* 

 

Other options to consider before throwing your unwanted items out for pick up: 

 -Can it be RE-USED by someone else? 

 -Can it be RECYCLED? 
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Appliances/Electronics 

Appliances that do NOT contain Freon can be taken to the Recycle Center for disposal. Items that can be accepted 

include: washers, dryers, dishwashers, microwaves, ranges, water heaters, and smaller items that you do not want to 

put in your collection cart (blenders, toasters, etc.). Most electronics can be taken to the Recycle Center. This includes 

but is not limited to: computers (and all parts), printers, copy/print/fax combos, DVD players, cameras, satellite 

dishes, and telephones.  

The following appliances are no longer accepted at the Recycle Center as they contain Freon: refrigerators, freezers, 

dehumidifiers, air conditioners, and water coolers. To dispose of these appliances you will need to contact an 

appliance store or appliance disposal company (Moor’s Salvage, Handy Appliance).  

 

Appliances and Electronics are collected the first and third Friday of the month curbside by Advanced Disposal. Call 

them to set up and pay for collection. 

 

Any questions can be directed to Public Works at 837-3050. 
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Building Materials Disposal 

Some items can be salvaged and donated to Habitat for Humanity ReStore. See page 23 for a list of materials that can 

be accepted. 

Small amounts of materials may be picked up curbside-call Advanced Disposal to verify and set up payment and pickup.  

Larger amounts of materials will need to be taken to the Dane County Landfill for disposal.  
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Reuse Options 

Though you may not have a use for an item, it may be exactly what someone else is looking for. One person’s trash is 

another person’s treasure. Listed below are some options for the reuse of your items. 

 

Twice As Nice Family Resale  908 Windsor St, SP   608-318-8780 

Sunshine Place    18 Rickel Road, SP    608-825-3875 

Savers     2002 Zeier Road, Madison  608-441-1380 

Salvation Army Thrift Store  5219 Aspen Way, Madison  608-298-7091 

      4636 E. Washington, Madison  608-249-5713 

Goodwill     2127 East Springs Dr, Madison  608-246-1990 

      2111 McCoy Rd, Sun Prairie  608-318-5560 

St. Vincent De Paul   720 E. Lake, Lake Mills   920-648-2800 

      1100 W. Main St, Sun Prairie  608-837-4500 

The Village Attic    585 N Main St, Cottage Grove  608-839-1100 

Madison Stuff Exchange  www.madisonstuffexchange.com 

   

Rummage Sales are an option too! 
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Donate your Used Car 

 

Wheels for Wishes     

Donate Car-Humane Society of the US  

Kars4Kids       

Rawhide Boys Ranch     

Habitat’s Cars for Homes   1-877-277-4344 

 

 

 

Recycle your Used Car 

 

All Metal Recycling    S Park St, Madison  608-620-6223 

AA1 Junk Car & Metal Recycling  Madison    608-444-8240 

 

http://wisconsin.wheelsforwishes.org/
http://www.quickleads123.com/hsus1/
http://www.kars4kids.org/car-donation-wisconsin.htm
http://www.rawhide.org/home/donate/wisconsin-car-donation-wi/wisconsin-car-donation.cmsx
http://www.habitat.org/carsforhomes
http://www.allmetalsrecyclingllc.com/
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To learn more about recycling visit:  

 

Recycle More Wisconsin 

 

Electronics Recycling-sponsored by Wisconsin Dept of Natural Resources 

 

Recycling-sponsored by Wisconsin Dept of Natural Resources 

 

http://www.recyclemorewisconsin.org
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Ecycle
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Recycling/


 

« 27 » 

Refuse & Recycling Guide (Alphabetically by item) 

Item Cart   
Curb 

(Fee?) 

Recycle  

Center 

Clean  

Sweep 
Special Comments 

Air Conditioner (Contains Freon)  $    
No longer accepted at Recycle Center.  Call local appli-
ance centers for cost & collection or Advanced Dispos-
al for curbside collection. 

Aluminum Cans Green      

Aluminum Foil PANS Green      

Aluminum Foil Tan      

Ammunition      Call Sun Prairie Police at 837-7336. 

Antifreeze       

Appliances, Large (Non-Freon only)  $    
The Recycle Center no longer accepts  
appliances containing Freon. 

Appliances, Small Metal (Non-Freon only) Tan $     

Asbestos      
Contact Abdullah 267-0120 for disposal at Dane 

County Landfill. 

Ashes (COLD ONLY) Tan      

Bags, Paper Green      

Bags, Plastic Tan     
Many department stores or grocery stores have a 
drop-off recycling bin near their front doors for plas-
tic bags. 

Ballast       

Batteries, Alkaline Tan     Contact local hardware stores for recycling. 

Batteries, Automotive       

Batteries, Rechargeable      
Many hardware stores will accept used rechargea-

ble batteries for recycling 

Bicycle      
Remove all non-metal pieces and then place in metal 
dumpster. 
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Item 
Cart  Lid  

Color 

Curb 

(Fee?) 

Recycle  

Center 

Clean  

Sweep 
Special Comments 

Boards, Wood  $    
Call Advanced Disposal for price and 

payment 

Books  -  Hard Cover Both     
Remove cover-cover in tan, pages in green 

cart, or donate to a used book store 

Books  -  Soft Cover Green      

Bottles  -  Plastic or Glass Green      

Box, Pizza Both      

Boxes  -  Cereal, Dry Food, Tissue, etc. Green      

Boxes  -  Packing, gift, computer, etc. Green      

Bricks      Dane County Landfill. Pg 22 for reuse. 

Brush (Sticks, Branches)   Free    
See website for curbside Brush collection 
schedule April -  November. Pg 14 

Building Materials  $    
Dane County Landfill. Pg 22 for reuse.  Call 

Advanced Disposal for price and payment 

Bulbs  -  Flourescent      See a local hardware store for disposal. 

Bulbs  -  Incandescent Tan      

Can, Aerosol  -  EMPTY Green      

Can, Aerosol  -  Full or Partially Full      See page 18 

Can, Aluminum / Steel / Tin Green      

Cardboard  -  uncontaminated  Green     Must be flattened to take to Recycle Center. 

Carpet  $    
Call Advanced Disposal for price and 

payment or Dane County Landfill. 

http://wi-sunprairie.civicplus.com/462/Brush-Collection
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Item 
Cart  Lid  

Color 

Curb 

(Fee?) 

Recycle  

Center 

Clean  

Sweep 
Special Comments 

Carpet Padding  $    
Call Advanced Disposal for price and 

payment or Dane County Landfill. 

Cartons, Juice & Milk (Dairy, Soy, etc.) Green      

Cat Litter Tan      

Catalogs Green      

Cell Phones      
Donate to Sun Prairie Police Dept. or  Recycle 

through provider. 

Chemicals  -  Household Hazardous      
Charge $10 per car load. 7102 US Hwy 12.  
243-0368  See page 17 

Christmas Trees  -  Remove Trimmings  Free    
Curbside collection in Jan.  Have at curb 

Monday by 7:00 a.m. See website. 

Comic Books Green     
Donate to charitable organization or take to 

Book store. 

Computer  -  CPU, Laptop, Monitor  $     

Computer  -  Ink Jet Printer Cartridge Tan      

Computer  -  Keyboard, Mouse, Printer  $     

Computer  -  Printer  $     

Concrete      Dane County Landfill 

Contractor Materials      Dane County Landfill. Pg 22 for reuse 

Cooking Oil Tan     
Solidify, by additive or freezing, bag and 

place in garbage 

Copy Machines  $     

Couch  $    
Call Advanced Disposal, donate,  or haul to 

Dane County Landfill. 

http://wi-sunprairie.civicplus.com/468/Holiday-Tree-Curbside-Collection
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Item 
Cart  Lid  

Color 

Curb 

(Fee?) 

Recycle  

Center 

Clean  

Sweep 
Special Comments 

Cups, Paper  Green      

Cups, Plastic Green      

Dairy Tubs & Lids Green      

Deer Carcass      DNR CWD Registration Station 

Dehumidifiers (Contains Freon)  $    
No longer accepted at Recycle Center.  Call 
local appliance centers or Advanced Disposal 
for cost & collection. 

Dirt      Dane County Landfill. 

Dishwashers  $     

Drain Cleaner      
See page 18 

Driveway Sealer  -  Dried Solid/Latex Tan      

Driveway Sealer  -  Solvent Based/Liquid       

Dryers  $     

Drywall      Dane County Landfill. See pg 22 

Egg Cartons Green      

Envelopes Green      

Evergreen Ropes, Wreaths, Garlands 

(Fresh) 
Tan     

 

Explosives      Call Sun Prairie Police at 837-7336. 

Fertilizer, NOT herbicide or pesticide Tan      
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Item 
Cart  Lid  

Color 

Curb 

(Fee?) 

Recycle  

Center 

Clean  

Sweep 
Special Comments 

Fertilizer, WITH herbicide or pesticide      
See page 18 

Fire Extinguisher      
Jefferson Fire & Safety (836-0068) or 

Cintas (241-1993) 

Firewood  $     

Flammable Fluids      
See page 18 

Flourescent Lightbulbs      
 

Flourescent Light Fixture       

Fluids  -  Car (Brake, transmission, etc.)      
See page 18 

Food Waste Tan     
Compostable materials can be included 

with yard waste curbside pickup. 

Freezers (Contains Freon)  $    
No longer accepted at Recycle Center.  Call 
local appliance centers or Advanced Disposal 
for cost & collection. 

Furnaces  $     

Furniture (Large Items)  $    
Call Advanced Disposal , donate, or haul to 

Dane County Landfill. 

Garlands, Evergreen Ropes, Wreaths 

(Fresh) 
Tan     

 

Garlic Mustard, Invasive Plant Tan     
 

Gas Can Green      

Gasoline      
See page 18 

http://wi-sunprairie.civicplus.com/499/Yard-Waste-Collection
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Item 
Cart  Lid  

Color 

Curb 

(Fee?) 

Recycle  

Center 

Clean  

Sweep 
Special Comments 

Glass, Bottles & Jars Green      

Glass, Broken Tan     Double bag for protection of sorters. 

Grass Clippings  Free    
Yard waste collection curbside or practice 

grasscycling pg 13 

Grills  $    
Call Advanced Disposal for price and 

payment prior to pickup 

Household Chemicals      
See page 18 

Humidifiers  $    
Call Advanced Disposal for price and 

payment prior to pickup 

Jar Lids (Metal, Glass, Plastic) Green      

Junk Mail (w/ envelopes) Green      

Lawn Mowers  $    
Must be drained of gas and oil. Call 

Advanced Disposal for price and payment 

Leaves  Free    Yard waste collection curbside 

Lumber      
Dane County Landfill. Call Advanced 

Disposal for curbside pick up. Reuse pg 22 

Magazines Green      

Mattresses  $    
Call Advanced Disposal for price and 

payment prior to pickup 

Medical Needles (“Sharps”)      See your local pharmacy 

Medical Waste       

Medication & Vitamins      
Place in MedDrop box at City Hall, 300 E. 
Main Street by Police Dept. entrance. 

Metal  $    
Call Advanced Disposal for price and 

payment prior to pickup 

http://wi-sunprairie.civicplus.com/499/Yard-Waste-Collection
http://wi-sunprairie.civicplus.com/499/Yard-Waste-Collection
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Item 
Cart  Lid  

Color 

Curb 

(Fee?) 

Recycle  

Center 

Clean  

Sweep 
Special Comments 

Microwaves       

Motor Oil Bottles Tan     Cannot be recycled 

Motor Oil       

Motor Oil Filters      
 

Ovens       

Packing Peanuts Tan     Donate to local shipping store. 

Paint Remover      See page 18 

Paint (Latex), Dry & Solid Tan      

Paint (Latex), Liquid      
Dry and dispose of as dry & solid. See page 
18 

Paint, Oil or Solvent Based      See page 18 

Pallets, wood  $    
Call Advanced Disposal for price and 
payment prior to pickup 

Paper Bags Green     Reuse as possible 

Paper, Computer Green      

Paper, Envelopes Green      

Paper, Newsprint Green      

Paper, Shredded Green     Place in a paper bag and staple shut 

Paper, Stationary Green     
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Item 
Cart  Lid  

Color 

Curb 

(Fee?) 

Recycle  

Center 

Clean  

Sweep 
Special Comments 

Paper, Wrapping without Foil Green      

Paper, Wrapping with Foil Tan      

Pesticides      
Charge $10 per car load. 7102 US Hwy 12.  
243-0368  See page 17 

Pet Waste Tan     Put in plastic bag, tie shut 

Phone Books Green      

Pianos  $    
Check with local music stores or call 
Advanced Disposal for pickup 

Plastic Packaging, Clear Green      

Plastic, Bottles and Jugs Green      

Plastic, Bags Green     
Place bags inside one and tie shut, drop off 
at local grocery store 

Plastic, Rigid Green      

Poles, Metal/Wood, no cement  $    
Call Advanced Disposal for price and 
payment before pickup 

Pressurized tank, 1-lb propane      See page 18 

Pressurized tank, 20-lb      
Check with local businesses that fill for 

options of recycling 

Rail Road Ties  $    
Call Advanced Disposal for price and 

payment prior to pickup 

Ranges  $     

Refrigerator (contains Freon)  $    
No longer accepted at Recycle Center.  Call 
local appliance centers or Advanced Disposal 
for cost & collection. 

Remodeling Materials      Take to Dane County Landfill 
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Item 
Cart  Lid  

Color 

Curb 

(Fee?) 

Recycle  

Center 

Clean  

Sweep 
Special Comments 

Rocks/Stones      Dane County Landfill, or reuse 

Root Ball      Dane County Landfill 

Sawdust Tan      

Shoes, Athletic Tan     
 

Shingles      Dane County Landfill 

Sinks  $    
Reuse, call Advanced Disposal for price 
and payment before pickup 

Smoke Alarms/Detectors Tan      

Snow Throwers  $    Empty of gas and oil 

Sod      Dane County Landfill 

Sofa  $    
Call Advanced Disposal for price and 
payment before pickup, resale or Dane 
County Landfill 

Space Heater Tan     
 

Stoves  $     

Styrofoam Green      

Swing Set, no cement  $    
Depends on material of construction, call 

837-3050. Call Advanced Disposal for price 

and payment 

Take-out Container Tan      

Telephone Book Green      

Thermometers (Mercury)      
CharSee page 18 



 

« 36 » 

Item 
Cart  Lid  

Color 

Curb 

(Fee?) 

Recycle  

Center 

Clean  

Sweep 
Special Comments 

Thermostat (Mercury)      
See page 18 

Tires  $    Remove rims 

Toilets  $    

Call Advanced Disposal for price and 

payment before pickup or Dane County 

Landfill 

Top Soil      Dane County Landfill 

TV  $     

Vacuums Tan $    
Depends on primary product (plastic vs 

metal). Must fit completely in cart. 

Vacuum Cleaner Dust Tan     
Bag up and seal/tie 

Washer  $     

Water Cooler (contains Freon)  $    
No longer accepted at Recycle Center.  Call 
local appliance centers for cost & collection. 

Water Heater  $     

Water Softener  $    
Call Advanced Disposal for price and 

payment 

Windows Tan $    
Bag up and/or tape together to prevent 
breakage, call Advanced Disposal 

Wood  $    
Call Advanced Disposal for price and 

payment before pickup 

Wreaths, Garland, Evergreen Ropes Tan     
 

Yard Waste  Free    
Offered in April, October, and November 

curbside pickup by City. Pg 12 

http://wi-sunprairie.civicplus.com/499/Yard-Waste-Collection

