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Community Survey for the Sun Prairie Parks & Open Space Plan 

 

 

Welcome! This survey is intended to gather Sun Prairie residents’ input on the City’s current park facilities and 
programs and to understand the community’s future park and recreation needs. The survey is split into two parts: a 
short version and long version. The short version should take you less than 10 minutes to complete. After finishing 
the short version, you will be given the option to submit your survey or proceed to the second part of the survey.  
The long version should take an additional 10 minutes. 

The results of this survey will inform the City’s 2017-2021 Parks & Open Space Plan. This plan,    which is an update 
to the City’s 2009 Parks & Open Space Plan, will guide the City’s investments in park and recreation facilities and 
programs in the future. By updating the Parks & Open Space Plan, this City will be eligible for grant funds from 
state and federal sources for park and open space improvements. Note that this survey and the Parks & Open Space 
Plan do NOT commit the City to funding specific projects. 

Thank you for your time and for sharing your opinions! 

You may drop off completed surveys at City Service Center (201 S  Bristol St), OR Clerk’s Office (City Hall, 300 E Main St), OR 
you may mail to the address provided. Simply fold into thirds with the address facing out, tape the survey, and mail. 

1. Please select the ONE statement that best describes where you live. 
   Resident of the City of Sun Prairie (within the City limits) 

   Resident of Dane County (outside the City limits of the City of Sun Prairie)  

   Do not live in the City of Sun Prairie or Dane County 

2. Have you or members of your household visited any City parks or trails during the past 12 months??  

   Yes       No 

3. Overall, how would you rate your satisfaction with the level of maintenance of the City parks that you and members 
of your household have visited? 

   Very Satisfied    Satisfied    Neutral     Dissatisfied    Very Dissatisfied 

4. Overall, how would you rate your satisfaction of the following City areas that you and members of your household 
have visited? 

 Very Satisfied Satisfied Neutral Dissatisfied Very Dissatisfied 

City Trails      

City Open Space/Conservation Lands      

City Developed Parks      

5. From the following list, please check all the facilities that you or members of your household have visited or used over 
the past 12 months in the City? Check all that apply  

 Basketball   Picnic Tables   Softball Fields 

 Hockey   Playground   Swimming 

 Horseshoes   Skateboarding   Tennis 

 Ice Skating   Ski Trails   Trails 

 Pickle Ball   Sledding   Volleyball 

 Picnic Shelter   Soccer   Warming House 
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6. Are there any recreational activities that you or members of your household would like to participate in but cannot 
because of cost, inadequate facilities, or lack of available facilities? If yes, check all that apply from the activities below: 

 Not interested   Use other state or county lands/facilities 

 I’m too busy   Use of City of Madison parks 

 Facilities are not kept clean   Poor customer service by staff 

 Facilities are not well maintained   Do not know locations of facilities 

 Program or service is not available   Do not know what is being offered 

 Doesn’t contain desired features or facility   Lack of transportation 

 Security is insufficient 
 

 
Lack of personal resources (money, 
equipment, etc.) 

 Too far from our residence   Overcrowding 

 Lack of accessibility   Lack of restrooms 

 Fees are too high   I can’t take my dog into the parks 

 Operating hours not convenient 
 

 
I’m worried about aggressive pets on 
properties next to the park 

 Other (please specify) 

7. Please provide your opinion on the number of facilities offered or that could be offered by the City  
(Too Many, About Right, Not Enough, or No Need) for each of the facilities listed below. 

 Too Many About Right Not Enough No Need 

Basketball Courts     

Bike Skills Facilities/Mountain Biking     

Biking Trails and Paths     

Canoeing/Kayaking     

Community Gardens     

Cultural Facilities     

Disc Golf     

Exercise/Fitness Facilities     

Football Fields     

Gyms or Indoor Recreation Facilities     

Hiking Trails and Paths     

Hockey     

Horseshoes     

Ice Skating     

Indoor/Outdoor Climbing Areas     

Lacrosse Fields     

Landscaping     

Natural Areas/Wildlife Habitat     

Outdoor Performance Venues     

Pickle Ball     

Picnic Shelters     

Picnic Tables     

Playgrounds     

Public Art Venues     

Public Golf Courses     

Restrooms     

Rugby Fields     

Senior Recreation Centers     
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8. Please rank the top four most important parks and recreation facilities to you or any member of your Household 
from those listed below. 

 Too Many About Right Not Enough No Need 

Skateboarding     

Ski Trails     

Sledding     

Soccer     

Softball Fields     

Swimming     

Teen Centers     

Tennis     

Volleyball     

Warming Houses     

 First Second Third Fourth 

Basketball Courts     

Bike Skills Facilities/Mountain Biking     

Biking Trails and Paths     

Canoeing/Kayaking     

Community Gardens     

Cultural Facilities     

Disc Golf     

Exercise/Fitness Facilities     

Football Fields     

Gyms or Indoor Recreation Facilities     

Hiking Trails and Paths     

Hockey     

Horseshoes     

Ice Skating     

Indoor/Outdoor Climbing Areas     

Lacrosse Fields     

Landscaping     

Natural Areas/Wildlife Habitat     

Outdoor Performance Venues     

Pickle Ball     

Picnic Shelters     

Picnic Tables     

Playgrounds     

Public Art Venues     

Public Golf Courses     

Restrooms     

Rugby Fields     

Senior Recreation Centers     

Skateboarding     

Ski Trails     

Sledding     
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9. Please rank the top four most important parks and recreation Programs to you or any member of your Household 
from those listed below. 

 First Second Third Fourth 

Adult Art, Dance, Performing Arts     

Adult Fitness and Wellness Programs     

Adult Sports Programs     

Adventure Recreation Skills Clinics  
(i.e., kayaking, bike skills, rock climbing) 

    

Before and After-School Programs     

Equestrian Riding Lessons     

Golf Lessons     

Local History Programs     

Martial Arts Programs     

Nature Programs     

Outdoor Skills Clinics  
(i.e., hunting, fishing) 

    

Pre-School Programs     

Running/Walking Races     

Senior Adult Programs     

Special Events/Festivals     

Tennis Lessons and Leagues     

Volunteer Programs     

Youth Art, Dance, Performing Arts     

Youth Fitness and Wellness Programs     

Youth Learn to Swim Programs     

Youth Sports Programs     

Youth Summer Camp Programs     

10. Listed below are actions that can help the City prioritize limited resources in the future. Which FOUR of the actions 
listed below are most important to your Household? 

 First Second Third Fourth 

Soccer     

Softball Fields     

Swimming     

Teen Centers     

Tennis     

Volleyball     

Warming Houses     

 First Second Third Fourth 

Acquire land for conservation values     

Acquire land to develop with passive facilities  
(i.e., trails, picnic areas, playgrounds, etc.) 

    

Acquire land and develop with active facilities  
(i.e., soccer, softball, and baseball fields) 

    

Maintain existing lands for conservation values     

Maintain existing land with passive facilities  
(i.e., trails, picnic areas, playgrounds, etc.) 

    
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11. Compared to other City priorities, how important do you think it is to maintain and improve parks, trails, open space, 
recreation facilities and services? 

   Very Important    Somewhat Important    Not Sure     Not Important 

12. Please indicate how strongly you agree/disagree with the following statement: “Sun Prairie parks and recreation 
are of great value to me and/or my community.” 

   Strongly Agree    Agree    No Opinion     Disagree    Strongly Disagree 

13. What is your gender?     Male    Female 

14. What is your age range? 

 Under 18   25 – 34   45 – 54   65 and over 

 18 – 24   35 – 44   55 – 64    

15. Does your household include members in the following age categories, including yourself? Select all that apply.  

 Under age 5   Ages 15 – 19   Ages 35 – 44   Ages 65 – 74 

 Ages 5 – 9   Ages 20 – 24   Ages 45 – 54   Ages 75+ 

 Ages 10 – 14   Ages 25 – 34   Ages 55 – 64    

16. Please share any additional comments that could assist the City in improving parks, trails, open space, or recreational 
facilities and services. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

17. The City will hold Parks & Trails Public Input Workshops Thursday, November 17 and Wednesday, November 30. 
Would you like to be notified of these and other future opportunities to participate in the planning process? 

The City of Sun Prairie will not sell or give away your email address for any reason. 

 No, thank you 

 Yes, please email me a reminder about these Workshops and other meetings. My email address is: 

  

18. Thank you for providing your input, this is the end of the short version of the survey, if you would like to continue 
with the longer version, please continue to the next page.  

 First Second Third Fourth 

Maintain existing land with active facilities  
(i.e., soccer, softball, and baseball fields) 

    

Maintain urban forests and forested park lands     

Develop new walking and biking trails     

Develop new mountain bike trails     

Develop a connected City-wide trail system     

Develop new outdoor swimming pools/water parks     

Develop new fishing access areas     

Develop new picnic areas, shelters, and pavilions     

Develop new playgrounds     

Develop new adventure/outdoor recreation venues     

Develop new wildlife habitats and viewing areas     

Develop new sports fields with outdoor lighting     
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19. The park closest to my home is: 

 
Birkinbine Neighborhood 
Park 

 
 

Misty Meadow 
Neighborhood Park 

 
 

Westwynde Neighborhood 
Park 

 
Blankenheim Neighborhood 
Park 

 
 

Oakridge Neighborhood 
Park 

 
 

Willowbrook Neighborhood 
Park 

 
Blooming Meadows 
Neighborhood Park 

 
 

Oakview Neighborhood 
Park 

 
 

Windy Ridge Neighborhood 
Park 

 
Cardinal Crest 
Neighborhood Park 

 
 

Pheasant Run Neighborhood 
Park 

 
 

Carriage Hills Estates 
Community Park 

 
Carriage Hills Neighborhood 
Park 

 
 

Renstone Neighborhood 
Park 

 
 Liberty Community Park 

 Davison Neighborhood Park  
 

Royal Oaks Neighborhood 
Park 

 
 Orfan Community Park 

 
East Meadow Neighborhood 
Park 

 
 Schey Neighborhood Park  

 
Stoneridge Estates 
Community Park 

 
Evergreen Neighborhood 
Park 

 
 

Shonas Highlands 
Neighborhood Park 

 
 

Smith's Crossing 
Community Park 

 
Fox Point Neighborhood 
Park 

 
 

Stonehaven Neighborhood 
Park 

 
 Wetmore Community Park 

 Gateway Neighborhood Park  
 

Sunny Valley Neighborhood 
Park 

 
 

Wyndham Hills Community 
Park 

 
Glacier Crossing 
Neighborhood Park 

 
 Thoreau Neighborhood Park  

 Sheehan Park 

 
Grandview Neighborhood 
Park 

 
 Uplands Neighborhood Park  

 Family Aquatic Center 

 
Hunter's Ridge 
Neighborhood Park 

 
 Valley Neighborhood Park  

 Pet Exercise Area 

 
Memorial Neighborhood 
Park 

 
 

Vandenburg Heights 
Neighborhood 

 
 Angell Park 

20. Do you use this park regularly? 

   Yes    No 

21. If you indicated that you do not use the park closest to your home regularly, please select all that apply 
from the list below to indicate why. 

 

No amenities/facilities 
offered for my desired 
activities 

 

 
Not a pleasant place to be 
(noise, view, safety) 

 

 Parking limitations 

 Lack of maintenance/upkeep 
 
 

Low accessibility (location or 
special needs) 

 
 

I’m not an outdoors/park 
person 

 
No bike/walk paths to get 
there 

 
 Not enough space 

 
 I’m too busy 

 Other (please specify): 
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22. Please rate your satisfaction with the following parks or facilities you have visited within the last 12 months. 
If you are not familiar with the park or facility, you may leave that line blank.  

 Very  
Satisfied Satisfied Neutral Dissatisfied 

Very  
Dissatisfied 

Angell Park      
Family Aquatic Center      
Sheehan Park      

Pet Exercise Area      

Birkinbine Neighborhood Park      

Blankenheim Neighborhood Park      
Blooming Meadows Neighborhood Park      
Cardinal Crest Neighborhood Park      
Carriage Hills Neighborhood Park      

Davison Neighborhood Park      

East Meadow Neighborhood Park      

Evergreen Neighborhood Park      
Fox Point Neighborhood Park      
Gateway Neighborhood Park      
Glacier Crossing Neighborhood Park      

Grandview Neighborhood Park      

Hunter's Ridge Neighborhood Park      

Memorial Neighborhood Park      
Misty Meadow Neighborhood Park      

Oakridge Neighborhood Park      
Oakview Neighborhood Park      

Pheasant Run Neighborhood Park      

Renstone Neighborhood Park      

Royal Oaks Neighborhood Park      
Schey Neighborhood Park      
Shonas Highlands Neighborhood Park      
Stonehaven Neighborhood Park      

Sunny Valley Neighborhood Park      

Thoreau Neighborhood Park      

Uplands Neighborhood Park      
Valley Neighborhood Park      
Vandenburg Heights Neighborhood Park      
Westwynde Neighborhood Park      

Willowbrook Neighborhood Park      

Windy Ridge Neighborhood Park      

Carriage Hills Estates Community Park      
Liberty Community Park      
Orfan Community Park      
Stoneridge Estates Community Park      

Smith's Crossing Community Park      

Wetmore Community Park      

Wyndham Hills Community Park      
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23. What are the best ways for you to learn about City programs, parks, and facilities? Check all that apply. 

 
Parks & Recreation Guides / 
Brochures (REC Connection) 

 
 Cable Access Television 

 
 

Conversations with Parks 
Staff 

 City Website 
 
 

Flyers at Facilities/Park 
Office 

 
 Twitter 

 Newspaper   From Friends and Neighbors   Facebook 

 Radio 
 
 E-mail Bulletins 

 
 

School Flyers and 
Newsletters 

 Other (please specify): 

24. Please rank the top four parks and recreation facilities you feel are most important for your Community 
from those listed below. 

 First Second Third Fourth 

Basketball Courts     
Bike Skills Facilities/Mountain Biking Trails     

Biking Trails and Paths     

Canoeing/Kayaking     
Community Gardens     
Cultural Facilities     
Disc Golf     
Exercise/Fitness Facilities     

Football Fields     

Gyms or Indoor Recreation Facilities     

Hiking Trails and Paths     
Hockey     
Horseshoes     
Ice Skating     

Indoor/Outdoor Climbing Areas     

Lacrosse Fields     

Landscaping     
Natural Areas/Wildlife Habitat     

Outdoor Performance Venues     
Pickle Ball     

Picnic Shelters     

Picnic Tables     

Playgrounds     
Public Art Venues     
Public Golf Courses     
Restrooms     

Rugby Fields     

Senior Recreation Centers     

Skateboarding     
Ski Trails     
Sledding     
Soccer     
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 First Second Third Fourth 

Softball Fields     
Swimming     
Teen Centers     
Tennis     
Volleyball     

Warming Houses     

 

25. Please indicate how likely you or any member of your household are to participate in each of the recreation 
programs listed below. (Very Likely, Likely, Don’t Know, Unlikely, or Very Unlikely) 

 Very Likely Likely Don’t Know Unlikely Very Unlikely 

Adult Art, Dance, Performing 
Arts 

     

Adult Fitness and Wellness 
Programs 

     

Adult Sports Programs      

Adventure Recreation Skills 
Clinics (i.e., kayaking, bike skills, 
rock climbing) 

     

Before and After-School 
Programs 

     

Equestrian Riding Lessons      

Golf Lessons      

Local History Programs      

Martial Arts Programs      

Nature Programs      

Outdoor Skills Clinics  
(i.e., hunting, fishing) 

     

Pre-School Programs      

Running/Walking Races      

Senior Adult Programs      

Special Events/Festivals      

Tennis Lessons and Leagues      

Volunteer Programs      

Youth Art, Dance, Performing 
Arts 

     

Youth Fitness and Wellness 
Programs 

     

Youth Learn to Swim Programs      

Youth Sports Programs      

Youth Summer Camp Programs      

Other (please specify below)      
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26. Listed below are actions that can help the City prioritize limited resources in the future. For each of the 
following, please indicate the importance of taking the specified action (Very Important, Somewhat 
Important, Not Important, or Not Sure). 

 
Very 

Important 
Somewhat 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Not Sure 

Acquire land for conservation values     

Acquire land to develop with passive facilities  
(i.e., trails, picnic areas, playgrounds, etc.) 

    

Acquire land and develop with active facilities  
(i.e., soccer, softball, and baseball fields) 

    

Maintain existing lands for conservation values     

Maintain existing land with passive facilities  
(i.e., trails, picnic areas, playgrounds, etc.) 

    

Maintain existing land with active facilities  
(i.e., soccer, softball, and baseball fields) 

    

Maintain urban forests and forested park lands     

Develop new walking and biking trails     

Develop new mountain bike trails     

Develop a connected City-wide trail system     

Develop new outdoor swimming pools/water parks     

Develop new fishing access areas     

Develop new picnic areas, shelters, and pavilions     

Develop new playgrounds     

Develop new adventure/outdoor recreation venues     

Develop new wildlife habitats and viewing areas     

Develop new sports fields with outdoor lighting     

 

27. If an additional $100 were available for the City of Sun Prairie's parks, trails, and recreation facilities, how 
would you allocate the funds among the categories listed below? (Please enter only numerical responses 
below, and be sure your total adds up to $100. **Hint: If you want to divide your $100 equally 
among the five categories, allocate $20 per category.) 

 Improvements/maintenance of existing parks, trails, and recreation facilities 

 Acquisition of new park land 

 Acquisition of more open space for conservation 

 Develop new trails 

 Develop recreation facilities 

 

28. Costs for acquiring open space and constructing new trails, wildlife habitats, and recreation facilities may 
require some additional tax support. What is the maximum additional amount you would be willing to pay, 
on an annual basis, for the parks & recreation improvements that are most important to your household? 

 $50 or more per year   $30 - $39 per year   $10 - $19 per year 

 $40 - $49 per year   $20 - $29 per year   Zero – no increase 
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29. Costs for maintaining existing open space, parks, trails, wildlife habitats, and recreation facilities and 
services may require some additional tax support. What is the maximum additional amount you would be 
willing to pay, on an annual basis, for the parks & recreation improvements that are most important to your 
household? 

 $50 or more per year   $30 - $39 per year   $10 - $19 per year 

 $40 - $49 per year   $20 - $29 per year   Zero – no increase 

 

30. Why would you use a bicycle-pedestrian trail/path? Check all that apply. 

 Recreation 
 
 

Experience nature and 
wildlife 

 
 I wouldn’t use it 

 
Active Transportation route 
to a destination 

 
 Exercise and fitness 

 
  

 Other (please specify):       

 

31. How would you feel about having your home adjacent to a City park or bicycle-pedestrian trail/path? 

 
Very 

Positive 
Positive Neutral Negative 

Very 
Negative 

Adjacent to a City park      

Adjacent to a bicycle-pedestrian trail/path      

 

32. City of Sun Prairie Email Notifications. Sign up below to get emails from the city of Sun Prairie and keep 
up-to-date on City services and issues. 

The City of Sun Prairie will not sell or give away your email address for any reason. 

 No, thank you 

 Yes, please add me to the city’s email list. My email address is: 

  

Thank you for taking the time to get involved in this important planning process!  If you have any questions 
regarding this survey or the upcoming workshops, please contact City of Sun Prairie Parks and Forestry 
Supervisor, Scott VanOmmeran at (608) 825-0723 or SVanOmmeran@cityofsunprairie.com. 

Please return completed surveys no later than January 13th. Return address is provided on the last page of 
the survey—simply fold in thirds, tape it shut (Do Not Staple), affix postage, and put in the mail. Or you 
may drop off completed surveys at the City Service Center (201 South Bristol Street) OR the Clerk’s Office 
(City Hall, 300 East Main Street).



 

Directions: Fold this flap down at the dotted line, then fold the bottom flap up, tape closed, and drop in mail box (do not staple) 
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