
INTRODUCTION
The Transportation element is intended to provide guidance for the design, construction and maintenance 
of the City’s streets, railways, transit facilities, sidewalks, and bicycle facilities within the City and its extra-
territorial jurisdiction.  A primary objective is to coordinate land development activities with transportation 

-

complex interrelationships between these two elements of community development.  For example, the 

most importantly) its location in relation to major transportation facilities such as highways, transit routes, 
waterways, rail lines and airports.

Transportation system and land use interrelationships are also important when considering capital im-

investments in streets and related infrastructure, it is very important to coordinate land use planning with 
transportation systems planning.  If a community knows which types of land uses are proposed for a given 

Volume 1 of the Comprehensive Plan update includes a summary of the existing transportation system 
and facilities.  Volume 2 uses this background information along with public input to provide a strategic 
plan for the expansion and improvement of the transportation system to meet the needs of existing and 
future residents of the city.

The goals, objectives, policies and recommendations in this chapter are based on the public’s perception 

meant to guide the proper management, improvement, and expansion of the transportation system in Sun 
Prairie.
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PUBLIC INPUT
STEERING COMMITTEE ISSUE IDENTIFICATION
At the beginning of the planning process, the Steering Committee completed an exercise to identify what 
they perceived to be the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats in the community.  This exer-
cise helped to identify some of the issues to be addressed in the plan.

-

east/west transportation corridors, a poor public transportation connection with Madison, and the Bristol 

for the community.  These include transportation linkages with Madison and surrounding communities 

rail access with a planned location for a commuter train stop in Sun Prairie.  The Committee did not identify 
any potential threats with respect to transportation.

Other opportunities for public input regarding transportation included a household survey and an open 
house workshop.  A separate planning process conducted through the federal Safe Routes to School pro-

school.  A summary of results and issues from these sources are included in this chapter.  Full results from 
the exercise is located in Appendix C.
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0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Streets are well maintained

Use bus route to Madison

Use commuter rail to Madison

Sufficient bicycle opportunities

Satisfied with snow removal

Use taxes for new sidewalks and bicycle pathways

Road Network Not Adequate

Sufficient pedestrian opportunities

Design new major streets to accommodate bicycles

Park and ride facilty needed

Route truck traffic around downtown

Require sidewalks in new retail areas

Percent Agree plus Strongly Agree

Source: City of Sun Prairie Community Planning Survey Report, Survey Research Center, June 2008

FIGURE 8-1
TRANSPORTATION ISSUES -  HOUSEHOLD SURVEY RESULTS

HOUSEHOLD SURVEY

or light rail) between Sun Prairie and Madison, but are interested in a park-and-ride facility in Sun Prairie. 
Residents said they would like new major streets to be designed to accommodate bicycles.

-
tance on the presence of sidewalks for safety and convenience.  Fewer than half of respondents agreed 

said a park-and-ride facility is needed in Sun Prairie and less than one-third said they believe the City’s 
streets are well maintained.  To put some of the street maintenance responses into context, it is worth 
noting that the survey was administered at a time when the City experienced record snow falls and salt 
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OPEN HOUSE 
An open house was held in July 2008 to gather ideas and opinions from the public related to many of the 

and more input was collected focused around these themes.  Transportation related items with public in-
put are summarized below.  Appendix E containts a complete summary of open house comments.

Park-and-Ride Lot
-

ticipants were asked where such a facility should be located.  Suggested locations are illustrated 

interchange.

Condit ion of  City  Streets
The community survey results indicated dissatisfaction with the condition of the streets in the city 

dissatisfaction was based particularly on the condition of W. Main Street at the time of the survey.  
-

tion, and then were asked to identify which particular streets they felt were in poor condition.  Half 

Trai ls  and Sidewalks
Trails and sidewalks were a major topic of interest based on the household survey.  In the survey, 

-

were neutral).  Open house participants were asked to identify where improvements were needed 

sidewalks, building sidewalks where they do not already exist, connecting neighborhoods to each 
other, to parks, to downtown, and to other areas of interest, and installing bike lanes on city streets.  
Input from this exercise is incorporated into the plan recommendations and is also included on 
Map 8-3.

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PLANNING PROCESS

prepare the plan.  SRTS programs are sustained efforts to improve the health and well-being of children by 
enabling and encouraging them to walk and bike to school.  

The SRTS plan was used as a basis for developing some of the issues and recommendations in this Com-
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FIGURE 8-2
PUBLIC SUGGESTED PARK- AND-RIDE LOCATIONS
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ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES
Transportation in Sun Prairie includes several modes of travel such as motor vehicle, bicycle, public transit, 

necessary improvements to the transportation system as well as potential options to make the system 
-

jectives for transportation.  They are grouped based on topic area:

STREETS

Lack of east/west transportation corridors

Lack of street connectivity in the transportation network
Poor street maintenance

Too many driveways on Main Street
-

clude roadways constructed since that time to better plan for future streets and related facilities 

PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE FACILITIES
Lack of sidewalks in new commercial areas

Gaps in bike/pedestrian route system
Some dangerous street crossings for pedestrians

Lack of bicycling opportunities in the City
Lack of bicycle accommodations on major streets
Pedestrian safety – lack of connections between residential, schools, parks, commercial areas 

Lack of driver education

Lack of bicycle racks in public places, including parks
The Bicycle/Pedestrian Trail Map adopted as part of the Master Plan 2020 needs to be updated
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PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
Poor public transportation connection with Madison
Park-and-ride facilities are needed
Limited public transportation
Potential public transit routes and facility locations along with park-and-ride locations have not 

near future
Need to improve intergovernmental communication related to public transportation
Lack of community car or similar programs
Lack of programs related to alternative fuel sources

to downtown Sun Prairie
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GOAL 1:  STREETS
Provide a safe and ef f ic ient ,  mult i -modal  t ranspor tat ion system that  meets 
the needs of  motor ists ,  t rucks,  bicycl ists ,  pedestr ians,  and other  means of 
t ranspor tat ion

OBJECTIVES
1

area to preserve future travel corridors for pedestrian and bicycle use, transit and roadways by 

Coordinate transportation system improvements with land development.2

Coordinate the planning and construction of multi-jurisdictional transportation system facilities.3

Provide safe and convenient motor vehicle, bicycle, and pedestrian access between existing and 4
future neighborhoods, employment and shopping centers, schools, governmental facilities and 
recreational facilities.

5

Plan for the eventual improvement and installation of major transportation corridors that would 6
serve both existing and future development areas.

Encourage timely maintenance efforts and safety improvements to preserve and improve the 7
existing transportation system.  

Locate and design transportation improvements to minimize impacts on environmental corridors 8
and natural resources.

Encourage neighborhood design for new development and redevelopment that support a range 
of transportation choices.

Educate drivers and pedestrians about the risks of using electronic devices while driving.10

Ensure that aesthetically pleasing street design and streetscape enhancements are incorpo-11
rated into public improvement projects that occur along major corridors and gateways into the 
City.

12
trucks are constructed.
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GOAL 2:  PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE FACILITIES
Develop and maintain a comprehensive system of  bicycle and pedestr ian fa -
c i l i t ies in the Sun Prair ie  area

OBJECTIVES
-1

pact, mixed-use) that foster pedestrian activity and minimize reliance on the automobile.

Plan and implement a comprehensive network of bicycle and pedestrian paths/sidewalks and 2
routes within Sun Prairie that connect neighborhoods, schools, employment and shopping cen-
ters, and recreational facilities.

Ensure that pedestrian paths and routes connect to the planned and existing regional path/3
routes system.

Schools, parks, playgrounds, and similar activity areas should be well served by sidewalks and 4
bicycle routes/paths.

Consider pedestrian and bicycle access when selecting sites for new public facilities such as 5
schools and parks.

Include existing and proposed bicycle and pedestrian facilities in the City and its three-mile ex-6

7

Encourage operators of motor vehicles to be considerate of pedestrians and bicyclists.8
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GOAL 3:  PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
Provide a publ ic  t ranspor tat ion system within Sun Prair ie  with connect ions to 
adjacent communit ies that  is  v iable and ef f ic ient

OBJECTIVES
Incorporate federal, state and county plans for future high-speed and commuter rail service into 1

Provide modes of transportation that meet the special needs of the elderly, children, disabled 2
persons, and persons unable to provide their own transportation.

Continue to support the Sun Prairie taxi service so residents are afforded choices to meet their 3
travel needs.

Investigate the creation of a local transit system or connection to the Madison transit system as 4
determined necessary.

5

Improve intergovernmental communication regarding public transportation.6

7
City.

Plan for future transit bays within street right-of-way and consider transit shelter locations in high 8
activity areas to accommodate facilities when warranted.

transportation.
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POLICIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS
-

tion.  The following policies and recommendations include actions the City and in some situations other 
agencies or organizations should take to implement the goals and objectives of the Comprehensive Plan.

STREETS
The City encourages the use of a semi-grid or interconnected street pattern for new develop-1
ment and redevelopment and discourages the creation of a disconnected street system.  Cul-de-

Offers multiple options for vehicles, pedestrians, and bicycles to reach a destination
Provides more direct routes to neighborhood destinations and the regional transportation 
system, thereby reducing travel distances

within the neighborhood without using arterial routes

a few connecting streets

Provides opportunities for driveways to be located on lower functional level streets, thereby 

Improves the ability for emergency vehicles to access emergency situations by providing al-
ternative routes if one route is obstructed

FIGURE 8-3
STREET PATTERN AND TRAFFIC CIRCULATION

Administration, FHWA-SA-07-016, February 2008.

PROMOTE
Local Circulation for Cars and Pedestrians

AVOID
Disconnected Street System

PROMOTE
Connected Street Pattern

AVOID
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The City will control the number of direct driveway access points on arterial and collector streets, 2
and take action to remove existing access points if appropriate as opportunities arise.

3
shopping centers, major employers, major public facilities, etc., or where other alternatives are 
not present or are less desirable.

The number of direct access points to major arterial streets shall be limited to preserve safe and 4

All future streets shall intersect directly across from existing streets unless the existing develop-5
ment pattern or natural features prevent such location.

6
-

sible.

7

Bristol and Main Streets.

-8
tions.  Alternative routes to the current route through downtown should be explored and changed 
if deemed feasible and appropriate.  As facilities are constructed or improved to support heavy 

CTH V V and/or a southern arterial street route/bypass such as CTH T/CTH V V or Nelson Road/
Bailey Road.  Protections should be put in place along these routes to allow future improvements 
and construction of such facilities.

upgrades to Reiner Road, Rattman Road and Hoepker Road.

-10

11
to Egre Road.

8 Transportation
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PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE FACILITIES
All streets should be served by sidewalks and/or bicycle/pedestrian paths.  Bike lanes should 1

Install bike racks in city parks, at public buildings and other public facilities, and strongly encour-2
age industrial, institutional, multi-family, and commercial uses to install bike racks for employ-
ees, customers, and residents, as well.

3

Establish bicycle routes throughout the City to connect neighborhoods to schools, employment 4

Create a fully connected recreational trail that loops through the City to serve as a main route 5
with all paths connecting into it.  The Sun Prairie loop should have signage to designate this main 
connector route.  The loop should also have connections to the regional trails system.

6

-7

Create a citizen’s bicycle and pedestrian advisory committee to serve as a forum for citizens 8
concerning safe access for cyclists and pedestrians and to advise the City on bicycle and pedes-
trian issues and recommended improvements.

Transportation8
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City Sidewalk Pol icy

-
tion and implementation for newly constructed streets and reconstructed streets; construction standards; 

both sides of new collector and most local streets, and on one side of reconstructed collector and local 
streets.

On July 15, 2003, the Common Council passed two resolutions related to the Sidewalk Policy.  One resolu-

installation on reconstructed city streets.  Both resolutions stated that the current sidewalk policy would 

-
vironmental constraints.  Prior to the adoption of this plan, it was necessary to refer to the former sidewalk 
policy, two resolutions adopted by the Common Council, and a subdivision ordinance amendment to fully 
understand the City Sidewalk Policy.  The Sidewalk Policy has been incorporated into this Comprehensive 
Plan to clarify the policy and to keep all components in one location for ease of use. 

-
cally, it is to:

and encourage the increased use of pedestrian and bicycle modes of travel among residential, 
shopping, schools and other areas as an alternative to the automobile.

-
trian network in existing neighborhoods.

buildings be designed and constructed to accommodate persons with disabilities.  

Sidewalk and Bikeway Specif icat ions

not closer than six inches to the right-of-way line. Where, as a result of such major obstructions as 
large and established trees, steep hills, drainageways, or major utility lines, the construction costs 
of the sidewalk or bikeway in its normal location would be prohibitive, sidewalks or bike routes may 
be located elsewhere within the street right-of-way, or within an easement, with the approval of the 

Statutes, and in accordance with City standards. In all cases where the grades of sidewalks or bike 

8 Transportation
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Construct ion Standards

minimum of four inches thick, except at known driveway locations where they shall be a minimum 

Required Locat ions
Sidewalks and/or bike paths shall be installed in full accordance with the following:

On both sides of all new and reconstructed public streets, including cul-de-sac streets and 
eyebrows;
On all streets and highways bordering or adjacent to property being developed;

and the City Engineer shall determine when it is appropriate to substitute a bike path within 
the right-of-way for a sidewalk;

along private streets.
-

tics such as topography or other environmental constraints exist which prohibit sidewalk instal-

Works, the City Planner and the City Engineer.

Complet ion of  Key Path and/or Sidewalk Projects
Completion of key path and/or sidewalk projects should be prioritized in the City Capital Improve-

parks, completing segments along the Sun Prairie loop route, and providing a safer connection to 
-

connection along Windsor Street from Thompson Road west to Wyndham Hills.

Fi l l Gaps in the Bicycle and Pedestr ian Network
-

lowing:

Continue to incrementally improve the pedestrian network in older parts of the City by install-
ing sidewalks with street reconstruction projects and in key locations where gaps exist in the 
sidewalk network.
Coordinate sidewalk construction plans with the Safe Routes to School Plan recommenda-
tions.

these facilities can be constructed as development and redevelopment projects occur. 
Maintain and regularly publish an Existing Bicycle Routes/Paths Map for public use.
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PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
Continue to monitor and investigate the potential for commuter rail within the region and Sun 1
Prairie’s connection to this system.

2
service is extended to downtown Sun Prairie.

3

-4

children.

Investigate potential locations for future public transit stops and routes.5

6

Provide incentives for directing high-density development, major employment, and activity cen-7
ters along future commuter rail corridors.

Continue to support and expand shared-ride taxi services, including shuttles to Madison and 8
transportation for seniors and individuals with disabilities, until such time that alternative public 
transportation modes are feasible.

Consider the implementation of an in-town shuttle if demand would support such a service.

Continue to monitor and investigate the potential for regular and/or express bus service within 10
the City and between Sun Prairie and Madison.

11
City.

Support and encourage residents to participate in available van pool/rideshare programs through 12
public education.

8 Transportation
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GENERAL
-1

and pedestrian and bicycle paths.

2

-3

4
-

cies.

5
bicycle and pedestrian planning, and planning for potential future alternative transportation cor-
ridors such as commuter rail.

Coordinate capital improvement programming with the recommendations presented in this Com-6
prehensive Plan. 

7
-
-

8
part of the downtown revitalization efforts.

timely access to all destinations.

Adopt a Complete Streets policy to ensure that the entire right-of-way is routinely designed and 10
operated to enable safe access for all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and 
public transit users of all ages and abilities.  Complete Streets have some or all of the following 

-
trian signals, curb extensions, and similar facilities.

11
bus stop locations, treatments for disabled travelers, etc. into new street and reconstructed 
street designs, where appropriate. 
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12

public street

Provides for potential shared parking arrangements
Increases potential business for adjacent retail establishments by providing easier access 
between adjacent commercial sites

FIGURE 8-4
CROSS ACCESS AND SHARED DRIVEWAYS

8 Transportation
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